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In 1939, 4712 tractors and 695 combines (used for the flax
harvest, which otherwise entails a great deal of arduous human
labour) were in use in the Smolensk Region alone. The total
sown area in White Russia alone increased from 6-2 million
acres in 1913 to 10 million acres in 1937.
Flax, a crop more suited to the soils and climate, is grown
on the damp moramic lands of the north. The best soils for
both flax and vegetable cultivation are in the north-east,
between Orsha and Moghilev, and near Minsk.
Hemp is an important crop in the south, in the marshy
Polyessie lands, while the very large areas of poor sandy soils
between these lands and the Bryansk district are devoted to
potatoes, which supply fodder for hogs.
In the north-west (on the borders of the Kalinen Region)
and near Bryansk hay crops and meadows provide fodder for
large herds of dairy cattle. Grasses are sown in rotation with
flax, since. the latter makes heavy demands upon the soil.
The rearing of cattle for meat and hides is an occupation
which is widespread throughout the south. Large numbers of
pigs are reared, fed on potatoes and waste products from the
butter factories and distilleries.
In Byelorussia sown grass, potatoes, hemp, and flax occupy
40 per cent, of the total arable acreage. Oats and barley,
grown as fodder crops, occupy about 60 per cent.1 The
Western Region. supplies the linen industry of the Soviet
Union with nearly 30 per cent, of its raw materials. A new
crop, recently introduced with remarkable success, is the
rubber-bearing kok-sagyz.
Forestry is of great importance. Although the area of
forests is small in comparison with the great forest lands of the
north, the species of timber are more valuable and the position
in relation to markets is much more advantageous. Timber is
exported to Poland along the West Dvina and the Niemen,
and carried down the Dnieper and Pripet rivers to the treeless
steppe lands of the Ukraine.
1 The Western Region, particularly in the Byelorussian Republic, is
the second most important potato-producing area of the U.S.S.R. The
Leningrad Region and Byelorussia togetKer support about 20 per cent,
of the cattle of the Soviet Union.